
Technology Product Exemplars

A collection of technology products created by K-5 

South Portland students, many designed collaboratively 

by classroom teachers and the technology teacher and 

associated with grade-level curriculum units.  

Assembled by John Thurlow 
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Social Studies

History: 

Constitution

5th Grade

Research 

Process

Students research 

Constitutional 

amendments and 

create a 

instructional poster.

John Thurlow, Kristine Poore, 2009



Literacy: Novel Studies 5th Grade

Select a novel with a non-fictional setting and research the 

setting of  the story. Create a poster and summary.

John Thurlow, 
Karen Briggs, 
2008



Mathematics: 

Data Collection, Spreadsheet Skills, Data Analysis

2nd - 5th Grade

John Thurlow, 2010

Students 

collect data 

on student 

height then 

plot the data 

on a 

spreadsheet, 

sort and 

analyze the 

information 

and present 

it visually 

using the 

software.



Mathematics: 

Geometry Unit: Designing a Restaurant

5th Grade

John Thurlow, Douglas Caldwell, 2010

Students use 

computer 

aided design 

tools and 

geometry to 

design an 

original 

restaurant 

blueprint.



Mathematics: 

Geometry Unit: 

Designing a 

Restaurant

5th Grade

John Thurlow, Douglas Caldwell, 2010



Science

Research Process

Animal Wanted Poster

3rd Grade

Students use online 

resources to answer 

questions about a 

selected animal, then 

create a novelty poster to 

demonstrate knowledge of  

the animal.  

(An InfoTech Unit)



Social Studies:

Historical Person

4th Grade

Research Process

Persuasive Poster and Writing 

Piece to Urge the Declaration 

of  a National Holiday for 

Selected Figure in History

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies:

Historical 

Person

Research 

Process

3rd - 4th Grade

Persuasive Poster 

and Writing Piece 

to Declare a 

National Holiday 

for Selected 

Figure in History

John Thurlow, 2010



Science: Plant Unit 1st Grade

Use images captured in the classroom to create a time lapse 

representation of  students’ plants as they grow.

John Thurlow, Steve Seymour, 2009



Science: Rocks & Minerals:  5th Grade

Database 

Creation

Geography

Students 

locate areas 

on earth 

where 

various 

minerals 

are found 

and create 

a database 

John Thurlow, Douglas Caldwell, 2009



Science: Space Unit 3rd Grade

Research Process

Create a digital Venn Diagram to compare three planets

John Thurlow, Anne Tewhey, 2009



Literacy: Graphic Novel 3rd, 4th and 5th Grades

Following a unit on graphic novels, use an online tool to create 

simple comic strips.

John Thurlow, Anne Mason, 2010



Science: Animal Unit 3rd Grade

Research Process

Locate various bird species online and create a slide presentation 

to take home for use as a family identification resource .

John Thurlow, 2010



Maine Studies

Research Process: Electronic Note Taking

Famous Maine Person 4th Grade

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies & Art 3rd – 5th Grades

Research Process: Study a Famous Artist

Teach through the use of a slide presentation

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies: History: Maine Studies

4th Grade

Research Process

Students use online resources to learn about the 

Logging industry in Maine then compose and publish a 

journal from the perspective of  one of  the laborers.  

Images are harvested online to enhance the document
John Thurlow, Anna Cloutier, Becky Dadmun, 2009



Literacy

Science

Research Process

4th Grade

Students research, 

then compose and 

publish a poem 

describing a selected  

insect

John Thurlow, 2010



Science 4th Grade

Observation Notes from Pond 

Studies. Documented in a publication.

John Thurlow, Anna Cloutier, Becky Dadmun, 2009



Science: Space Unit 3rd Grade

Research Process

Students create a presentation based on research to teach 

about a planet of  other celestial body

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies

Community Unit

1st Grade

Design a city or village with 

an online tool.

John Thurlow, 2010



Mathematics:  Money

Use a spreadsheet and formulae to determine 

currency values

Daniel Moore, 2000



Maine Studies: 4th Grade

Research Process

Create a tourist brochure to persuade a visit to Maine.  

Original Art scanned and used in publication

Daniel Moore, 2000



Mathematics: Multi-step Story Problems 4th Grade

Compose and publish a multistep word problem for peers to solve

John Thurlow, Anna Cloutier, 2010



Science: Marine Animal 1st Grade

Create a digital collage of  a selected marine mammal

John Thurlow, 2010



Mathematics: Data Collection and Analysis 3rd Grade

Survey peers and collect data on a selected topic. Use a 

spreadsheet to depict the data visually.

John Thurlow, 2010



Science

Research Process

2nd Grade

After researching 

an animal, create a 

poster to use as a 

teaching aid using 

four categories to 

classify the 

information

John Thurlow, Laura Stevens, 2010



Science: Motion & 

Balance Unit

2nd Grade

Use an online roller 

coaster simulator to 

adjust variables and 

test effectiveness of  

the design. Record 

data.

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies:  Community Unit

1st Grade Design a city or village with an online tool.

John Thurlow, 2010



Literacy: Reading 4th Grade

Create a story board about a selected novel and write about 

the various elements including the theme. Include a 

evaluation piece at the end critiquing the book.

John Thurlow, Shelly Alfiero, 2010



Science

Literacy

2nd Grade

Invent a “state” and 

describe its 

attributes in a 

publication.

John Thurlow, 2010



Literacy

Novel Studies

Newspaper unit

Use a novel as the 

basis for a 

newspaper 

rendition of  the 

story and publish it 

digitally using 

appropriate styles 

and layouts. Share it 

with others to 

promote the book.

John Thurlow, Elizabeth Fowler, 2010



Literacy: Writing Process: Descriptive Writing 4th Grade

Compose a simple story then enhance the language using 

the thesaurus tool in a word processor.

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies: Maine Studies 4th Grade

Research Process

Use information collected from online sources to create a 

slide presentation about Maine to encourage people to visit.

John Thurlow, 2010



Science: Animal Unit

3rd Grade

Research Process

Research and then 

compose a report to 

teach others about a 

selected animal.

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies: History 4th and 5th Grade

Research Process

Research candidates for office then create a digital Venn 

diagram to compare the two individuals. Seek common attributes

John Thurlow, 2010



Mathematics: Data Collection and Analysis 2nd Grade

Survey peers and collect data on a selected topic. Use a 

spreadsheet to depict the data visually.

John Thurlow, 2010



Health & Wellness: Human Body 3rd Grade

Use online resources to locate diagrams of  the human body 

systems.  Use online search tools to learn names of  various 

parts and label them on a slide presentation.

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies: 

Grade 2

Community Service

Create a tribute 

document to deliver to 

a veteran

John Thurlow, 2010



Science: Insect Unit 2nd Grade

Invent an authentic and unique insect species of  your own 

design and draw it with digital tools.  Label the parts.

John Thurlow, 2010



Science: Simple Machines Unit 5th Grade

Research Process

Use online resources to acquire knowledge of  the simple 

machines and create a presentation to teach your family.

John Thurlow, Douglas Caldwell, 2010



Social Studies: Social Skills Kindergarten & 1st

Create a digital valentine card for a friend

John Thurlow, 2010



Science

Research Process

5th Grade

Research using online tools a spice 

and create a teaching tool in the 

form of  a slide presentation to 

teach others. Include a geography 

component.

John Thurlow, Karen Briggs, 2010



Mathematics: Geometry

Investigations Curriculum

4th Grade

Use the online tools to 

program the turtle to create 

shapes and to solve 

problems.

Investigations, 2010



Social Studies

Geography

2nd & 3rd Grade

Use online 

resources to locate 

aerial photos of  

your home and 

create a poster to 

share with your 

family and friends.

John Thurlow, 2010



Literacy

History

Graveyard Learning 

Project 

4th grade

Compose and publish a 

sensory poem based on 

experience at the local 

cemetery

John Thurlow, Kristine Poore, 2010



Science: Weather Unit 4th Grade

Research Process

Use online tools to acquire knowledge and understanding of  

various weather terms, then create a presentation to teach 

others using images from the web.

John Thurlow, Jason Cargill, 2010



Science: Animal Unit 3rd Grade

Research Process

Create a digital graphic organizer to classify attributes of  a 

selected animal. Use research information to complete the 

missing information

John Thurlow, 2010



Science

Earth Unit

Research 

Process

2nd Grade

Design a poster 

describing Earth 

as a teaching 

tool for others.

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies

China

1st grade

Create a digital collage 

from online images to 

learn about Chinese 

culture.

John Thurlow, Barbara Grant, Joyce Thompson, 2010



Literacy: Poetry Forms

2nd Grade

Compose and publish a 

Cinquain

John Thurlow, 2010



Science: Insect Unit 1st Grade

Invent colorations of  a butterfly and use digital painting to 

create it.

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies: Grade 2

Community Service

Create a tribute document to deliver to a veteran

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies & Science Farm Unit 1st Grade

Create a Farm Scene 

using Digital Art Tools

John Thurlow, 2010



Mathematics: Symmetry 1st Grade

Students create a publication to show symmetrical shape 

designs

John Thurlow, 2010



Health & Wellness: Personal Safety 1st grade

Design a safety poster on a topic to remind peers of  

personal safety rules.

John Thurlow, 2010



Literacy

Mathematics

Use the online 

vocabulary 

program Free 

Rice to expand 

vocabulary. 

Record points on 

a spreadsheet.

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies: Community Unit 2nd Grade

Use online map tools and image sites to create a poster of  

places in your neighborhood.

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies

Geography

Research Process

Library Skills

Research a selected 

continent or country. 

Compose a web page to 

teach others about your 

topic.  Include 

references.

John Thurlow, Karen Briggs, 2010



Science

Art

Invention Unit    3rd Grade

Use software to invent 

something unique using 

digital images.

John Thurlow, 2010



Science: Space Unit 3rd Grade

Research Process: Collaborative Learning Teams

Create a digital Venn Diagram to compare two planets

John Thurlow, Anne Tewhey, 2010



Literacy

Poetry, Art

2nd Grade

Compose an 

original poem and 

publish it using 

design elements 

from art.

John Thurlow, 2010



Science: Rocks & Minerals Unit 5th Grade

Research Process

Create a digital collage of  various gems.  Warm up activity

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies

Interview family members about your life and create a digital 

timeline in chronological order as a gift to your family.

John Thurlow, Jason Cargill, 2010



Science: Water Cycle Grade 4

Research process

Use online resources to locate images and information about 

the water cycle, then create your own teaching poster

John Thurlow, 2010



Social Studies

Community

2nd Grade

Use online resources to 

select a landmark in 

your community and 

create a page for a class 

book about South 

Portland.

John Thurlow, 2010




